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Homes Question

State Accounts

™ -

By Mte Heckman
Concord Moniter

Nursing homes across New Hampshire
say the Department of Health and Human
Services owes them $4. 4 million for care
provided to needy seniors.

‘Dozens of homes are challenging pay-

ment program that subsidizes poor resi-

claim'the state has underpald them since
-2002. State hea]th officialsdisagree, pom
ing to increases ih Medict
the last several years.

and New Hampshire’s frugal tendencies

tices in hopes of 1eachmg 4 solution. -
Lynch “believes the state should be
meeting its commitment to nursmg Tomes'

N.H. Homes Say They’re Shortchanged
Despite Department’s Budget S urplus

and taxpayers and not short¢changing mer, after Health Commissioner John,
them,” said Pamela Walsh, a spokeswom- - Stephen told lawmakers there: was a sur-

ments received under Médicaid, a govem—'

dents’ nursing home staysi- The homes- ;-

_1_11ent$ over

- This is; the latest in a.sefies of pnckly “
debates over caring for frail, mdlgent'_
seniors. Medicaid's complex regulations

routinely put state leaders at odds with ‘
nursing homes. Lawmakess and Gov, John !
Lynch, meanwhile, say- they're trying to'
sort out the clepanment § accounting prac- .

an for the governor.

The complaint was filed last momh w11h_

plus in the department’s $192 million nurs-
mg home budget The homes investigated

the department’s inter-
nal appeals umt which

SIgl]E‘.d the appea
preliminary hearing, is

_ schieduled- for early

- Qctaber; ™

~and decided to appeal, ;
_ The New Hampshua
.~ Health Care -Associa-
. tion, which represents_
sthe  state’s  nursing
homes, - estimates ‘the
shortfall at abont'$? per
-, resident, per day, Presi-
- dent John Poirier says
¢ this. forces nursing
homes to look else-

Nursmg homes' say” '
they re lised o scmungmg for Med1ca1d
dollars, Reimbursements, they & Say,u
fall'Below the costof prowdmg gare, an
when the ‘state’s: budget 1S tlght 1ates as
teduced firther, -

» The’ homes glew suspxcmus thiS sum
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where for meney: Pri+
s May increase fees for wealthj
ts, P iblic homes Wwhich are run
- 100k 10 taxpayers

nt tell'the nursing  home
ders: hat ‘you don’t have enough
] _i“to-pay them the full rate, while at




the same time you're tetling the legislature
you have excess money in the accoont.”
Poirier said.

Doug McNutt, chief of the Bureau of
Elderly and Adult Services, says any leftover
money is the result of fewer nursing home
residents. New Hampshire, he says, ranks
11th among states for the amount of money it
spends per-eldefly Medicaid recipient,

“They’re trying to suggest that if we
don’t spend every single penny, we some-
how have not.met our obhgatmn " McNutt
said: “That's not our oplmon atall, Overthe
Jast severs] year we've made a substantial
Impact in raising the rates,”

Nt ursing homme admlmstrators saythe only
h

may help aeh‘ac mp'r__ mise.
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